District Councillor Report – July 2025

1. Cllr Richard Siddall, Leader of Maldon District Council, has written to the Rt.Hon. Wes Streeting MP, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, expressing concerns about the delays in constructing new NHS Primary Care facilities, which are crucial to support the district's rapidly growing and ageing population. 
Leader of the Council, Councillor Richard Siddall, said; “The Council welcomes the Government’s announcement of a £29 billion annual real-time increase in the NHS resource budgets through the Spending Review 2025.  
“However, we urgently call for intervention to address the valuation issues delaying the construction of much-needed healthcare facilities. With developers ready to build to the specifications required, it is essential that central government rules do not continue to impede these critical local projects. 
“The Council implores the Government to address this matter promptly, ensuring that healthcare investment secured from developers is not lost, and the health needs of Maldon District’s residents are met without further delay.”
2. Fish On The Quay, Church Street, Maldon
The Environmental Health team were today (19 June) successful in obtaining a Hygiene Emergency Prohibition Order (HEPO) from Chelmsford Magistrates’ Court in relation to Fish on the Quay, Church Street, Maldon.
This followed the service on Friday 13th June of a Hygiene Emergency Prohibition Notice (HEPN) due to an active and widespread rat infestation at the site.
Officers moved quickly to ensure that residents and visitors health was protected.
They will now work with the operators to ensure that the necessary measures needed to remove the risk to health are implemented prior to the business re-opening.
Cllr Richard Siddall, Leader of Maldon District Council, said; “Our officers took swift action against this business as soon as it became clear there was an imminent risk to public health.
“It is absolutely vital that food businesses are kept clean and in good repair in line with stringent food safety legislation. A failure to do so could potentially result in terrible consequences for the public and we will always take action against any owners not abiding by these laws.
“Whilst these are incredibly serious offences, we will work with the operator to improve the standards of cleanliness and make sure that they comply food safety standards before they reopen.”
3. Maldon District Council is proud to announce that it has been awarded the prestigious Platinum status in this year's Exemplar Awards for Address and Street Data.
This remarkable achievement is testament to the consistent excellence and tireless dedication of the Council’s resources team in maintaining high standards of data quality.  
The Exemplar Awards recognise outstanding commitment to data management, and the Platinum Award is presented to councils that have achieved gold status across all criteria of the Annual Improvement Schedule for 10 out of 12 months up to the end of March 2025. Receiving this award underscores the Council’s unwavering commitment to accuracy, reliability, and continuous improvement in data quality.  
4. Joint statement from Maldon District Council and Places Leisure:
In December 2024, Maldon District Council awarded Places Leisure a 20-year contract for the operation and management of Blackwater Leisure Centre, Dengie Hundred Sports Centre and the Splash Park in Promenade Park. As part of the new contract, Places Leisure has committed to investing £6 million across the sites.
The investment will be completed in phases over the next 18 months, with the first phase at Blackwater Leisure Centre due to begin in August 2025.
This first phase will result in the closure of the main sports hall to allow for major work to be completed to turn the current space into a state-of-the-art Gym and Clip & Climb facility. Unfortunately, this will mean that regular users of the hall will no longer be able to use the space. We are sorry for the disruption this may cause. We are committed to working closely with users of the hall, including regular groups and clubs, to provide temporary and permanent alternative options.
All customers impacted have been contacted individually and encouraged to contact enquiriesblackwater@pfpleisure.org.
We will arrange meetings with the impacted groups to discuss relocation options.
5. Essex residents are being urged to voice their concerns to help police and local authorities tackle crime and anti-social behaviour. 
Residents can take part in this year’s Community Safety Survey until 3 August 2025  https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/equalities-and-partnership/community_safety_survey_2025



